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KEY LARGO - Members of the 
Monroe Park community stormed 
out from the most recent sewer 
district meeting when they real
ized that the commissioners are 
unlikely to connect their neigh
borhood to a centralized sewer 
system due to the expense and 
had moved on to another topic in 
the meeting. 

"It's a comedy show in there," 
someone yelled as the communi
ty members walked out the door, 
bringing the meeting to a halt 
inside until the noise died down 
outside. 

The residents of the north 
Key Largo area on the 18-Mile 
Stretch at mile marker 112, which 
includes the Monroe Park and 
Manatee Bay neighborhoods and 
locals call "Cross Key," have been 
on a roller coaster ride the past 
few weeks as the five-commis
sioner board of the Key Largo 
Wastewater Treatment District 
mulled over whether to provide 
them with sewer service. 

At the previous board meet
ing on Dec. 15, Chairman Dave 
Asdourian said, "To do the right 
thing at Manatee Bay is not good 
business, but it's something we 
have to do." 

At that meeting, General 
Manager Paul Christian had pre
sented a report that showed the 
costs of hooking up Cross Key 
residents. He estimated the dis
trict would have to come up with 
$72,000 each year to cover the 
operating costs of connecting that 
community, an amount the com
missioners seemed prepared to 
swallow. 

But Christian was directed by 
Commissioner Andy Tobin during 
that meeting to come up with 
more detailed numbers for the 
Jan. 5 meeting, so the board could 
have more data before making a 
decision. 

As Christian put it in the Jan. 5 
meeting, "The numbers I have so 
far are pretty grim." 

Once he looked at the area more 
closely with consulting engineer 
Ed Castle, he realized that there 
wouldn't be enough sewage, and 

thus enough revenue, to justify 
the district building a $1.3 million 
system there. 

"Staff is ready to recommend 
to the board that we do not pro
vide service to the Monroe Park/ 
Manatee Bay area," Christian said. 

The commissioners agreed that 
the numbers didn't sound good, 
especially when Christian pointed 
out that the district would only be 
helping 10 homeowners. 

"The big treatment plant 
project, that's out for me," said 
Asdourian. 

The board gave Christian a 
direction to write down the lat
est numbers in a report and a 
resolution so that action could 
be taken in the Jan. 19 meeting. 
Presumably, that action would be 
the board's final decision regard
ing the Cross Key neighborhood. 

In other news, the board dis
cussed a request from the Key 
Largo Fire & EMS District to dis
cotmt or waive .its outstanding 
assessment charges of$37,810.28, 
since Key Largo taxpayers would 
have to foot the bill. 

In a memo, the district's general 

counsel, Ray Giglio, said the dis
trict did not have the authority to 
grant such a request. 

Tobin agreed, explaining that if 
the board exempted the fire dis
trict, which is a government entity 
funded by taxes, then it would 
have to exempt "the school board, 
the county, the state, the feds [and 
other] customers would have to 
pay more in order to make up for 
that shortfall." 

Christian noted that the fire 
district could appeal the cost of 
the assessment by installing an 
irrigation meter at the fire stations 
to measure water that is actual
ly treated by the sewer system. 
However, the deadline for that 
appeal passed in 2014. The board 
would have to formally grant an 
extension on the appeal deadline 
to the fire district. 

Commissioner Bob Thomas 
of the fire district said he was 
surprised to learn that stations 
24 and 25 actually do have irri
gation meters, but the readings 
are incorrect. He will address this 
problem with the Florida Keys 
Aqueduct Authority and then for-

mally ask the board for an exten
sion to make an appeal based on 
the meters. 

The board voted to grant Giglio 
a $6,000-a-year raise in his armu
al contract, bumping his salary 
to $108,000. The board discussed 
this raise at length. Tobin argued 
that while "we are lucky to have 
Ray working for us," the board 
needs to save money. 

"It's important to note we have 
virtually no litigation," Tobin said. 
"We have no construction going 
on." Therefore, he explained, the 
district doesn't need Giglio to 
work as many hours. 

Christian countered, "We're not 
currently being sued. And I would 
argue that maybe a small portion 
of that is because we do run any
thing that even comes close to 
legal gray area through Ray." 

The revised salary was passed, 
with Tobin being the sole com
missioner to vote against it. 

The board's next meeting is 
scheduled for 4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
12. All meetings are at its office in 
the median at mile marker 98.8. 
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