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KEY LARGO - Sitting Key Largo 
Wastewater Treatment District 
Commissioner Steve Gibbs has 
decided to try his hand at a sec
ond term on the board, filing with 
the Monroe County Supervisor of 
Elections last week for the Nov. 8 
election. 

He joins Gary Bauman, Dennis 
Caltagirone and Eddie Martinez, 
who have also filed to run for one 
of the two available seats on the 
five-person board. 

Gibbs and Commissioner Robby 
Majeska have terms ending In 
November. Majeska is not seek
ing re-election as he has already 
filed to run for the Monroe County 
Commission District 5 seat held by 
Sylvia Murphy. 

The top two vote-getters will fill 
the two available sewer seats. 

When asked why he has decid-

ed to seek another four-year term, 
Gibbs didn't hesitate. 

"The answer is simple," he told 
the Free Press. "I feel like we [as 
a board] have accomplished so 
much, and I want to continue that." 

He said the crown jewel of the 
board's achievements since 2012 -
when he was elected - has been 
the reduction of the massive debt 
the district incurred when install
ing the state-mandated advanced 
wastewater treatment system for 
the island. Three and a half years 
ago that debt was at roughly $80 
million, Gibbs pointed out, but 
now it is under $50 million thanks 
In part to an lmerlocal agreement 
with Monroe County for the swap
ping of use-specific funds. 

"And I want to continue to work 
to bring it down further," Gibbs 
said. "That will continue to reduce 
sewer rates for our customers." 

He pointed to other accomplish
ments during his tenure on the 

board, including 
a constant push 
for funding from 
the county, state 
and national lev
els as well as the 
improvements 
to the sewer 
district's main Gibbs 

treatment plant, 
which included 
an almost complete elimination 
of odor emanating from the mile 
marker 101 plant into surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Gibbs touched on the 
not-so-positive aspects of his time 
on the board as well. 

He said a rift between 
Commissioner Andy Tobin and 
others on the board such as him
self, arguing over what control they 
had or didn't have over district 
staff, was a bit of a black eye. While 
he believes Tobin has made some 
sound decisions in the past regard-

ing sewer issues, Gibbs accuses 
Tobin of having a bit of a control 
issue. 
'~d that interferes with staff 

doing their job. We can't have one 
commissioner controlling the ball 
game. We have to have five," Gibbs 
said. "That's the big challenge 
going forward. We just can't do it 
unilaterally." 

As for why voters should return 
him to office, Gibbs said he 
believes he is the most knowledge
able board member when it comes 
to understanding the day-to-day 
handlings of the sewer district. He 
also referenced his time covering 
the district since Its inception until 
his retirement from the Free Press 
as a reporter in 2012. 

Gibbs said there is another rea
son voters should consider him for 
re-election. 

"I am not a politician," Gibbs 
said. "I do not play games." 
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