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Appointed FKAA board has history as defense
 
History has a way of repeating itself.

If so, let's not make the mistake of repeating the mess we had with water service handled by an elected
board full of "good ol boys."

Back in the 1970s, a five-member Florida Keys Aqueduct Authority board elected by voters ran things
pretty much into the ground in the Keys.

Water breaks took more than 24 hours to repair, water pressure was a joke, rates were climbing and the
water board couldn't keep up with demand.

The Key West Chamber of Commerce even pursued legal action, including threats of a class-action
lawsuit against the authority, because of constant bungling.

The chief engineer at the time was fired because it turned out he didn't have the qualifications to sign off
on permits.

All this was before entrusting $53 million in federal loan money to build a new pipeline to replace aging
lines first installed for the U.S. Navy before World War II.

A 1980 state investigation concluded it was "questionable ... as to whether FKAA management knew
what was going on in regard to operating a pipeline."

At that point, then-Gov. Bob Graham stepped in, along with members of the Keys legislative delegation,
which included two state senators and two state House members.

The Legislature removed control from the elected board and vested authority - at least temporarily - in
the hands of the South Florida Water Management District. The Legislature added a 10th member to the
regional water board with the proviso that new member represent Monroe County.

The pipeline project got back on track and the regional board returned control to the Aqueduct Authority
board appointed by the governor. That's been pretty much the status for the past 20-plus years.

Now for some political reasons that don't hold up to the light of day, there's a move afoot to return the
board to an elected body. Imagine, if you will, a repeat of the Mosquito Control Board, but this time in
charge of drinking water, and soon the flushing of your toilet.

Based on evidence from the past, there's little evidence the elected board was better or closer to the
customers than the appointed board now in place.

And if you want proof of the way things used to work under the old "bubba system," just consider the
action of the elected board in approving 10 percent retro pay raises for all district employees when it
became clear the Legislature was going to remove the board from day-to-day control.

Those raises were a parting shot at the governor and elected state senators and representatives. Only
Keys ratepayers wound up with the bill.

No thanks. We don't hunger for a return to those "good ol days." "

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


