
Cross Key resident queries Gov. Scott 

An open letter to Gov. Rick Scott: 
It has been a frustrating two-year battle between taxpaying property 

owners and the Key Largo Wastewater Treatment District to comply with 
its mission statement and your instructions. 

A request was recently sent to your office on this issue that was referred 
to the Department of Environmental Protection, which then referred us 
back to the entities involved. 

The KLWTD commissioners and staff have gone far beyond ethical 
standards by providing deliberate misinformation to the public and 
Legislature and have run amok with their expenses and use of taxpayer 
funding. 

The legislature approved a $17 million grant to the KLWTD from the 
Mayfield fund to assist in completing its mission of"protecting nearshore 
waters in their district from wastewater pollution." You signed off on this 
grant. 

Rather than use it for its mandated purpose, they requested from your 
office to use the fund to pay down old debt. You told them the grant could 
only be used for "new projects" not debt repayment. So they sold it to 
Monroe County in exchange for cash and now are using the cash for debt 
repayment. 

At the same time, Cross Key on their northern border requested fund
ing to provide a neighborhood central sewer system costing less than $2 

million. They refused. 
They are now requesting the Florida Legislature to reduce their north

ern border to remove Cross Key from the district, thereby relieving them 
of the responsibility of fulfilling their mission statement. 

They are recklessly spending money on a new headquarters office ($1 

million) and continue to hold three meetings a month, even though they 
do not have the workload they did have while they were constructing the 
(now-completed) Key Largo central sewer system, costing the taxpay
ers $6,075 in meeting salaries per month, while the much-larger Monroe 
County government gets by on one meeting a month. 

Commissioner AndyTobin, on the record, supported by the rest of the 
commissioners, stated "Cross Key would be better off under the FKAA 

rather than the KLWTD." If true, then, in my opinion, maybe the district 
itself should be dissolved? 

Howard Gelbman, Cross Key 


